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I. General Description
The ORAM Summer 2010 Refugee Law Externship Program provides unique training on US and international refugee law and procedure.  Limited to a few selected participants, the eleven-week program consists of exceptionally strong academic and practical components.  Participants will receive an intensive two-day orientation in refugee law.  They will subsequently (1) handle cases under close attorney supervision; (2) conduct international advocacy on LGBTI-related refugee issues; and (3) research and write academic/professional-level publications on cutting-edge legal issues regarding LGBTI refugees and asylum seekers.  Integrated into the program is ongoing instruction on the theoretical and practical aspects of international refugee law and procedure.

ORAM is a non-profit 501(c)(3) international organization based in San Francisco, CA.  These are unpaid externships.  Participants must obtain independent funding to cover their transportation, room, board and other living costs.  Academic credit for the externships, to the extent available, is school-specific. ORAM will cooperate with any requirements or prerequisites in order to facilitate summer funding or academic credit from individual law schools, where available.  (For more information, please see section II-H below.)

There are no foreign language requirements for the program.  However, applicants conversationally fluent in Farsi or Arabic will be given priority.


II.	The Training Program

A.	Nature of the Work, Client Populations & Laws Applied

The laws and procedures surrounding refugee status determination are remarkably similar world-wide.  Nevertheless, differences in client populations as well as country-specific laws and procedures abound.  Moreover, domestic treatment of LGBTI refugees differs from country to country.  The ORAM Refugee Law Externship offers law students a rare opportunity to participate hands-on in a legally complex and fascinating environment:  Refugee/asylee status determination under the procedures of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in its application of “international law” as applied to LGBTI applicants for international protection.

The ORAM program will focus on LGBTI individuals who have left Iran or other Middle East countries due to sexual or gender based violence and persecution by the state, or sometimes by their own families or other private actors.  These clients may have also endured persecution based on their religious, political and other affiliations. 

The program offers participants a strong combination of theoretical knowledge and practical skill in the refugee field.  Specific program activities are described in detail below.


B.	Academic/Theoretical Components

Students will receive instruction and on-going guidance from highly-experienced attorneys on international and US refugee law, which they will apply directly to the cases they handle.  Participants will learn to identify and analyze issues relevant to refugee law and procedure.  They will hone their legal research, analysis and writing skills through ascertaining relevant laws and through drafting case statements, legal submissions, advocacy pieces and training materials.  

Participants will also perform legal research and writing on topics in the field of international refugee law, including issues relevant to the status, admission and denial of LGBTI applicants for refugee status and the potential for legal reform within the UNHCR system.  Original writings may be used in upcoming ORAM publications, and can also be separately submitted for publishing in law journals.  An ORAM publication is available at http://oraminternational.org/sites/default/files/pdf/Unsafe%20Haven%20Final.pdf


C.	Practical Components

Program participants will engage in the following practice-focused projects and activities:
1. Remotely interviewing LGBTI refugee status applicants (predominantly although not exclusively in Turkey) and drafting application documents in accordance with UNHCR refugee status determination procedures;  
2. Assisting in the development of a legal resource center for LGBTI refugees worldwide;
3. Assisting in implementation of legal research and writing projects on LGBTI refugees undertaken by ORAM in partnership with UNCHR; and
4. Writing an original piece on LGBTI refugees for publication by ORAM as well as in an academic journal.
Participants will conduct thorough interviews regarding the persecution to which their clients have been subjected and will draft concise and detailed statements in accordance with international refugee law and procedure.  They will assess client statements for completeness and veracity, and will collect and assemble all other evidence needed to secure clients’ refugee status. Through research and client interviews, they will gain an intimate knowledge of the conditions in clients’ countries of origin (notably in Iran).

Advocacy work will focus on developing written informative materials as well as implementation of several ambitious projects in partnership with UNHCR.  These include, but are not limited to, research and analysis of case law, development of training materials, conducting of research on conditions affecting LGBTI refugees and asylum seekers worldwide, and analysis of gaps in protection for LGBTI refugees and asylum seekers.


D.	Attorney/Educator Program Supervision 

All programs are overseen, and the orientation is given by, in-house ORAM attorneys.  Overall supervision is provided by ORAM’s Executive Director, who possesses over 20 years experience in refugee and asylum law.  Participants will have continuous access to and guidance from experienced attorneys, under whose direct supervision they will work.

E.	Reading Materials

Participants are supplied with factual and legal reading material on an on-going basis.  All materials are available on-site.  Participants are expected to have read a modest volume of introductory material prior to the orientation and training.  (Texts not universally available in law school libraries will be provided by ORAM.)
 
F.	Research & Writing

Participants will research issues of law and fact relevant to the applications they handle, on an as-needed basis.  Legal research tools are provided by ORAM.  Writing includes client statements, other case-specific materials and procedural documents.

G.	Program Dates, Times & Hours

		1.	Orientation & Training

The 2010 program will commence for all participants on Friday May 28, 2010 in San Francisco with an intensive orientation and training in international and US refugee law.  (Participants will be required to have completed assigned readings in preparation for this training.) The training will include formal lectures roundtable discussions, exercises and meetings with experienced refugee advocates.    Following the training, participants will start their formal work on Tuesday June 1, Slight accommodations to the schedule may be possible for academic or personal time conflicts.  


		2.	Client Work, Advocacy & Academic Writing

The ORAM externship program requires a full-time (40 work-hours per week) commitment (orientation & training not included), for a total of 440 work-hours. General work hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

The program will end Friday August 13, 2010.  All work must be complete and submitted on or before that date.  


H.	Academic Credit 

Most law schools do NOT award academic credit for participation in this externship.  Please check below for information about your school’s policy:

(LAW SCHOOL OFFICIAL PLEASE CHOOSE APPROPRIATE ITEM AND SUPPLY SCHOOL NAME & NUMBER OF CREDITS, IF APPLICABLE.)

[LAW SCHOOL NAME] will award ___ academic externship credits to successful program participants

[LAW SCHOOL NAME] does not offer academic externship credits for this program


III.	Program Requirements 

A.	Prerequisites & Requirements

		1.	Academic Achievement 

All program participants are required to have completed the first year of law school with a minimum GPA of 3.0.  Those applying in the spring of their first year of law school may present their first-semester GPA alone.  

		2.	Previous Law Study/Experience

Preference is given to those who have completed courses in Immigration and/or Refugee law, and to those who have worked in the Refugee/Asylum field.

		3.	Foreign Language

Spoken Farsi or Arabic is preferred (but not required).

		4.	Personal Attributes

ORAM is looking for applicants likely to succeed in the refugee law and advocacy sphere in general, and to the field as it regards sexual and gender-based refugees in particular.  Among the qualities we have found relevant are:

1. Personal commitment to the field of refugee and/or immigration law;
1. Excellent communication skills (verbal & written);
1. Ability to listen intensively; 
1. Ability to deal with others empathically and non-judgmentally; and
1. Eagerness to understanding others from varied racial, cultural, national, religious, and social groups, as well as political perspectives.

B.	Client Caseload

The client caseload consists of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex asylum seekers in key locations who have entered countries of transit in search for safe haven or onward travel to final destinations.  Specifically, the 2010 ORAM externship program will focus on Iranian refugees who have fled to Turkey and who have applied for refugee status in Turkey through the UNHCR.  Externship participants will assist clients in their applications to the UNHCR for refugee status.  Iranian LGBTI clients often arrive in Turkey with close to nothing, usually having left Iran in great haste.  Additionally, most Iranian refugees leave their country without an opportunity to say goodbye to their families and arrive in Turkey knowing that they will likely never see their loved ones again.  Living conditions in Turkey for Iranian LGBTI refugees are difficult; Turkish authorities assign refugees to live in satellite cities which are often socially conservative and intolerant of both Iranian immigrants and the LGBTI population.  For these reasons, ORAM clients often experience moderate to severe psychological or psychiatric problems after some time in Turkey.  Program participants must have or develop an acute sensitivity to dealing with and identifying these issues.   All work will be performed remotely on-site in the US.

C.	Performance

Participants are expected to handle a normal caseload within reasonable time parameters performing at the highest professional standards. 


IV. Goals & Evaluation

Upon completion of the externship, all participants will be evaluated on their (1) performance; (2) mastery of the law, as required by their law schools; and (3) academic writing.  Evaluations will be submitted simultaneously to each applicant and to his/her school. 

V.	Practical Information

A.	ORAM in San Francisco

ORAM is a San Francisco, USA based non-profit 501(c)(3) international organization providing advocacy for refugees who have fled sexual or gender based violence. Many of ORAM’s clients have undergone or have been marked for imminent imprisonment or torture. 

ORAM works to assist and empower its clients directly as it works to ensure their protection and safe resettlement by the governments, organizations and communities in whose ambits they fall. ORAM achieves its goals through community education, advocacy, counseling and direct legal representation. Its educational efforts include lectures, writings and a variety of presentation modes. It conducts advocacy with non-governmental organizations, intergovernmental organizations, governments and community groups. Free-of-charge representation is provided to clients in transit countries through the creative marriage of modern technology and legal expertise.

ORAM is working particularly closely with UNHCR to develop the agency’s LGBTI policies and procedures.  All interns will be involved in at least one project encompassing UNHCR-related work.

Prospective applicants can learn more about ORAM and its work by visiting us at www.oraminternational.org


B.	Summer Fun: Adding Pleasure to Business in San Francisco

San Francisco is a world class city that quickly captures the heart of visitors and residents alike.  Outdoor enthusiasts will find themselves in paradise; the city’s backyard is Golden Gate Park - a favorite spot for running, cycling, or enjoying the afternoon sun. Cafes, restaurants, clubs, and all the fun of city life also abound. Entertainment options are limitless, from ballet, opera, theater, and symphony to sporting events, and other cultural activities.  The city also offers a perfect location for exciting weekend getaways or day-trips to places like Napa and the surrounding wine country, Lake Tahoe, and Santa Cruz.  With so many diverse neighborhoods, beautiful views, gourmet restaurants and moderate weather, there will be no shortage of extracurricular activities to keep yourself busy during your free time in San Francisco.  
C.	Costs: Accommodations & Related 

Participation in the ORAM summer externship program is free of charge.  Students who receive school credit for participating must cover their school tuition. Participants likewise pay for their own transportation, room and board, and miscellaneous expenses.

Like all big cities, San Francisco offers a range of living, dining and transportation options for different lifestyles and budgets.  Assuming a student’s moderate lifestyle, one can rent a room in a shared house or apartment, use a monthly transportation pass and pay for other miscellaneous and personal expenses for about $1200- $1500/month.   This estimate can be adjusted upwards or downwards based on one’s lifestyle preferences.  Participants should expect that most of their monthly budget will be spent on rent if living within the city of San Francisco.

D.	Practical Assistance

ORAM will assist program participants in finding accommodations, as with other logistical matters.

VI.	Application Procedures

Due to the unique nature of this program, participation is competitive.  Applications are accepted via e-mail only.  Please send (1) resume, (2) cover letter and (3) a short legal writing sample to comleyj@oraminternational.org  by the application deadline of April 2, 2010.  Please be sure to note “ORAM Summer Refugee Law Internship” in the “Subject” line.  To assure that your application has been received, set your correspondence for “return receipt.”  Applicants will be interviewed telephonically before April 9, 2010.  Chosen finalists will be notified by April 14, 2010, and will need to confirm their participation by April 16, 2010. 
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